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The name of Professor Blodwen Lloyd Binns (BLB) 
is perpetuated in the Bequest Fund set up as a result 
of the substantial legacy bequeathed to the Glasgow 
Natural History Society (GNHS) in 1991. She had 
previously made an anonymous donation to the 
Society in 1976. 
  
When setting up arrangements for the Bequest she 
made no stipulations but gave certain suggestions 
for its use in a series of communications to PM.  
These were primarily to complete the work in 
which she had been interested, to encourage 
research projects among members and a wish to 
enrich the social side of the Society’s meetings. 
 
The contributions from the income generated to the 
development of the GNHS in general and in respect 
of her particular wishes during the first twenty 
years of its establishment have been documented by 
Downie et al. (2012).  At that time there was only 
one item on her list outstanding, namely to research 
and complete her biography of Professor John 
Scouler. This has now been ably accomplished by Dr 
Charles Nelson (2014) so that the GNHS Council has 
considered that it is therefore time to publish an 
appreciation of her life and work, to fill out the 
account provided in her obituary (Macpherson, 
1992).   
 
She joined the Andersonian Naturalists of Glasgow 
(ANG), the forerunner of the GNHS in 1934, was 
Vice-president 1962–1965 and was made an 
Honorary Member in 1981. 
 
She spoke little about her own life to GNHS 
members.  However she had an extended interview 
with Alison Downie (1984), published in the 
Glasgow Herald under the title ‘The Blossoming Life 
of Botanist Binns’, which gives us a useful 
background to her life.  There was also an article 
with photographs, relating to her work, by Elizabeth 
Allen in The Herald of 11th October 1994, on the 
occasion of the first Professor Lloyd Binns Memorial 
Lecture (see Downie et al., 2012). Much of the 
information following and the quotations are drawn 
from these articles. 
 

Blodwen Lloyd was born in Glamorgan, South 
Wales, in the village of Gelligner in 1901. The name 
Blodwen means ‘White Flower’ in Welsh. The eldest 
of five children, she had three sisters and a brother 
who all appear to have predeceased her. She spoke 
only Welsh until she went to school, an all girls 
school in Hed Coed.  She thrived there, becoming 
head girl and gaining scholarships and exhibitions 
as well as distinctions in nine subjects. 
 
In 1918 she went to the University at Aberystwyth, 
originally intending to study classics, history or 
languages. Having arrived: “I suddenly said to 
myself:  ‘No! I’m going to do science’. It was quite 
illogical except that at school we had an 
exceptionally good botany teacher, a really 
dedicated naturalist.  So I chose botany as one of my 
subjects and geology as the other”. Her lecturer in 
Botany was the well respected Dr John Lloyd 
Williams, noted for his work on marine algae and 
the flora of Snowdonia, as well as being a talented 
musician and initiator of the Welsh Folk Song 
Society.  She attained a B.Sc. with first class honours 
in botany and went on to take a Masters degree two 
years later. She published the results of her Masters 
research on the marine phytoplankton of the Welsh 
coast in two substantial papers (Lloyd, 1925 a,b). 
 
BLB followed this by teaching in the Rhondda Valley 
for two years, after which, in 1926, at the age of 25, 
she applied to the then Royal Technical College, 
Glasgow and was appointed an assistant lecturer in 
botany and bacteriology.  She was only the second 
woman to be appointed out of a staff of 70.  Three 
years later she was promoted from assistant to full 
lecturer.  To augment her lectures she produced a 
‘Handbook of Botanical Diagrams’ in 1935 and in 
1949 a second edition, which has been reprinted 
seven times (Lloyd, 1935, 1949). 
 
Research became an absorbing interest and she 
soon joined the first survey of marine bacteria at 
Millport. This led to a number of research 
publications. She addressed various learned 
societies, including the British Association in 
London in 1930 and later, in 1939, she presented a 
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paper at the 3rd International Microbiological 
Congress in New York. 
 
In 1935 she had attended the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography in San Diego, California, for four 
months, studying marine biology (Fig.1). A thesis on 
Marine Bacteriology led to a PhD awarded by the 
University of Glasgow (Lloyd, 1929, 1930).  
 

 
 
Fig. 1. Blodwen Lloyd photographed while making a 
visit to Scripps Institution of Oceanography. 
October 29, 1935. ©Tillie Genter papers. SMC 30. 
Special Collections & Archives, UC San Diego 
Library. 
 
When the Second World War started in 1939 she 
quickly became involved in the Engineering 
Department of the College with training women 
supervisors.  Between 1942 and 1944 she became 
‘Womanpower Officer’ with the West of Scotland 
Manpower Board where she was responsible for 
arranging the call up of women liable under the 
National Service Acts. She was much happier when 
she was later seconded to the British Council in 
London as Secretary in the Science Department with 
responsibility for running it during the absence of 
the Director. 
 

After the War, in 1947, she returned to the ‘Tech’ as 
Senior Lecturer in Biology. A colleague, short of 
cupboard space, complained to her that there were 
a lot of herbarium sheets he wanted rid of.  Could 
she take them over? This turned out to be a 
collection of about 20,000 specimens which had 
belonged to John Scouler, who had been the first 
Professor of Natural History at the old Andersonian 
University. They had lain unnoticed for years. She 
set about cataloguing these and in doing so became 
an enthusiast for John Scouler (Lloyd, 1962, 1964; 
Lloyd Binns, 1964). Years later, knowing that 
Scouler’s willow (Salix scouleriana) was grown in 
the Vancouver Botanic Gardens, she suggested that 
EWC contact them to request material for the 
Botanic Gardens in Glasgow. She was therefore 
thrilled to be able to plant a specimen of this species 
in the Gardens’ Arboretum on 22nd March 1988 (Fig. 
2).  
 

  
Fig. 2. Professor Blodwen Lloyd Binns  planting 
Scouler’s willow (Salix scouleriana) in the Glasgow 
Botanic Gardens’ Arboretum on 22nd March 1988. 
©  GBG. 
 
Many years earlier, a friend had noticed an 
advertisement in the Glasgow Herald for a voyage 
up the River Amazon and suggested ‘more by way of 
a joke’ that she should go. This inspired her and she 
signed up in 1951 for the 1000 mile voyage on the 
cruise ship ‘Hilary’. During the voyage the boat was 
held up for a fortnight by a strike.  She took the 
opportunity to go ashore to study the local flora.  
Her professional interest was such that she 
remained much longer than anticipated, causing 
Captain James Binns concern, and she was ordered 
back on board. Although she resented this she bore 
no grudge.  They kept in touch and a year or so later, 
when Captain Binns retired, they married and lived 
in Bearsden. She herself retired later on reaching 
the age of 60 so that she could spend more time 
with her husband.  Sadly, he died a few months 
later. 
 
She then returned part-time to the ‘Tech’ which 
became the University of Strathclyde in 1964. She 



 
 
The Glasgow Naturalist (2016) Volume 26, Part 2, 85-88 
 
was promoted to professor in 1966, giving her 
inaugural lecture on ‘Plants and Mankind’ (Lloyd 
Binns, 1966). However, she found her role at 
Strathclyde unsatisfying and applied successfully, at 
the age of 63, to become Professor of Botany at 
Limbe University, newly formed following the 
independence of Nyasaland, by then renamed 
Malawi. She found this ‘quite challenging but 
delightful’.  She had to keep one step ahead of her 
students on the course and she compiled a botanical 
dictionary of the flora in the local language. Part of 
her remit was to study plants of possible economic 
importance.  She also chose the plants for two sets 
of Malawi postage stamps. Her appointment was 
initially for one year but success is shown by her 
remaining for seven years, until 1974. Among 
publications arising from this experience was a 
paper on Malawian plant names (Lloyd Binns, 
1976). 
 
At the age of 72 she retired for the second time, but 
again returned part-time to Strathclyde, to continue 
the cataloguing of the Scouler herbarium (Fig. 3). 
 

 
 
Fig. 3. Professor Blodwen Lloyd Binns in 
retirement, with Strathclyde University students 
outside Kibble Palace.   ©  GBG. 
 
This kept her busy but still not fully stretched, so 
she also finished another project: the compilation of 
another botanical dictionary – in Welsh; however, 
there is no record of this ever having been 
published.  
 
For some years she lived at Ledcameroch House, the 
University of Strathclyde staff residence, in 
Bearsden, about which she wrote an article (Lloyd, 
1959).  After her return from Malawi in 1974 she 
lived for a time at 22 Edgemont Street G41.  Latterly 
she resided in a retirement home. 
 
In 1974 she read a paper to the ANG entitled 
‘African Assignment’ and subsequently attended 
most of the meetings of the Society ( which was re-
named GNHS in 1979: Sutcliffe, 2001).  In August 
1985 she gave a speech inaugurating an exhibition 

at Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum which 
commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the original Andersonian Naturalists’ 
Society. 
 
She is remembered by older GNHS members as a 
lively, kindly lady of great charm.  During her later 
years she was introduced by EWC to Sian Williams, 
the daughter-in-law of Dr John Lloyd Williams: Dr 
Williams had lived with his son and daughter-in-law 
during his final years.  A warm friendship developed 
and although BLB’s projected visit to Anglesey did 
not happen, they exchanged presents and 
maintained lively telephone conversations, often 
late into the night.  PM records that while BLB was 
in hospital as the result of an accident, another 
patient complained bitterly to her that, although she 
was a teacher, a young social worker who had come 
to assess her fitness to return home, had been 
concerned as to whether or not she could boil an 
egg. BLB responded quietly, with her coy smile, “She 
wanted to know if I could infuse tea, and I have a 
double doctorate” (her DSc was awarded by the 
University of Strathclyde in 1984; Macpherson, 
1992).  
 
She remained cheerful to the end, latterly staying at 
a retirement home where she delighted the staff 
with her pawky humour. She referred to human 
beings as having ‘built in obsolescence’. 
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