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INTRODUCTION

The City of Glasgow, commonly known as the ‘dear

green place’, has seven Local Nature Reserves (LNRS).

What is meant by the term LNR? Put simply, LNRs are:

e Statutory designations made under the National
Parks & Access to the Countryside Act 1949.

e Special places which are rich in wildlife. generally

o Generally, readily accessible and suitable for
people to visit and enjoy.

The LNRs - at Garscadden Wood, Dawsholm Park,

Robroyston Park, Hogganfield Park, Cardowan Moss,

Bishop Loch and Commonhead Moss - were declared

by the land owner of all seven sites, Glasgow City

Council (GCC). In declaring these sites, GCC aims to:

e Protect them from unsuitable developments

e Manage and enhance the habitats to help
biodiversity flourish

e Improve public access

e Help people understand and become more aware of
the importance of the LNR

e Encourage community
volunteering.

participation and

Description of Glasgow's Local Nature Reserves

All seven LNRs are located north of the River Clyde,
generally on the edge of the city's built-up area, from
Garscadden Wood in the west to Commonhead Moss in
the east (Glasgow City Council 2008). Taking each in
turn:

Garscadden Wood was declared a LNR in 2006. It is
one of Glasgow's oldest semi-natural woodlands in the
city. Its main attractions are its bluebells Hyacinthoides
non-scripta in late spring and the purple hairstreak
butterfly Neozephyrus quercus, only one of three places
where they can be found in the city.

Dawsholm Park consists mainly of policy and
plantation woodland and is important for its woodland
bird populations. It was designated as an LNR in 2007.
Robroyston Park, declared in 2006, plays host to
grassland, wetland and woodland habitats. These prove
ideal for amphibians, dragonflies and damselflies and a
host of birds.

Hogganfield Park was the second LNR to be declared,
in 1998. It is a great place to see birds, particularly
wildfowl, with winter visitors such as whooper swan

Cygnus cygnus being a speciality. It is also good for
summer migrants and has a good range of butterflies.
Cardowan Moss, also declared in 2006, consists of
relatively new plantation woodland with a series of
ponds and a relict raised bog. It is good for woodland
birds, damselflies and dragonflies and amphibians.
Bishop Loch, the first LNR in the city (1995), was
established as a direct result of local people protesting
against an open cast coal mining proposal in the vicinity
of the loch. They felt sure it would destroy what they
described as their "local nature reserve". The planning
application for the mining was refused by GCC and
thereafter by the Scottish Office, following an appeal
and public inquiry. Ironically, the area eventually
declared doesn't include any of the actual loch but does
include the marshy areas adjoining the loch plus a
woodland plantation that plays host to typical woodland
birds.

Commonhead Moss, the latest LNR declared in 2009,
includes much of the largest raised bog in the city. It is
particularly important for its butterflies.

It is worth noting that there are a number of other
wildlife sites in the City that are protected and, in some
cases, managed for wildlife, e.g. Possil Marsh SWT
Reserve. GCC has recognized these sites in its City Plan
(Glasgow City Council 2009).

Management of Glasgow's Local Nature Reserves
(LNRs)

Generally, each LNR has a steering group of officials,
interested agencies and local people. They approve,
monitor and amend the Management Plans that were
prepared as part of the consultation procedure with
SNH. Works on the ground are funded by Council
budgets, Landfill Credits and grants; and are
implemented by council staff, contractors, volunteers
and local people including school children.

Examples of Management Works

Dawsholm Park Local Nature Reserve

This LNR consists mainly of policy and plantation
woodland and is important for woodland birds.
However, the woodland was being smothered by
rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum resulting in
very little regeneration. This resulted in projects being
developed, with the support of Forestry Commission
Scotland (FCS) and local residents, aimed at bringing
the woodland back to good health for wildlife and
people. Specific projects included:

Woodland thinned

Rhododendron removed

Footpaths improved and a new fence erected
Wildflower meadows created

Highland cattle introduced
Interpretation/information provided

BBC Autumn Watch and other events held.

Further improvements are planned, including:
e The planting of thousands of trees.
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e The erection of woodcrete bird nest boxes.

Hogganfield Park

The LNR was declared primarily due to the importance
of Hogganfield Loch, however, a number of works have
been undertaken to widen the scope and range of
habitats and species in the LNR - this is an ongoing
project that was first started to demonstrate what could
be done in the context of the evolving Biodiversity Plan
for the city. Specific projects at Hogganfield Park LNR
include:

Wetlands/ponds created

BBC SpringWatch and other events held
Information/interpretation boards erected
Wildflower meadows created/managed
Rhododendron removed

Bird perching posts and loafing pontoon installed
Loch edges improved.

Further improvements are planned, including:

o Naturalisation of the loch edge at the existing car
park

e  Creation of a bird viewing and feeding platform.

e Enhanced public access.

The works listed above were undertaken by groups such
as BTCV, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Score Environment,
BBC and GCC utilising contractors, council staff,
volunteers and local school children.

Way Forward

With the current economic crisis and the likely
reduction in public sector funding for LNR type work,
what can be done to ensure that people can continue to
have access to nature on their doorstep?

I would suggest that this can be achieved at both the
macro and micro scale.

Firstly, at the macro scale, partnership working is key.
For example, through partnerships established with:

(i) Local Groups

These include groups such as Froglife, the RSPB
Glasgow Local Group, and BTCV.

(ii) Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS)

The Council has reached agreement, in principle, for the
FCS to take over the day-to-day management of a
number of woodlands in the City, including 3 LNRs -
Garscadden Wood, Cardowan Moss and Bishop Loch.
(Glasgow City Council 2009).

(iii)) Gartloch-Gartcosh Project

This project covers an area stretching from Hogganfield
Park LNR through to Drumpellier Country Park in
North Lanarkshire and includes Cardowan Moss,
Bishop Loch and Commonhead Moss LNRs. A
consultants study (Land Use Consultants 2008),
commissioned by a host of agencies, recognised that the
area is potentially of national importance for wildlife.
This Strategy - the Gartloch-Gartcosh Green Network
Strategy - has been well received and a number of
agencies have already progressed a variety of projects;
e.g. see Section 4 in relation to Hogganfield Park LNR.

It is important that the agencies that commissioned the
consultants’ report continue to commit to its
implementation.

Whilst these projects and ideas are crucial to ensure the
future of LNRs at the macro scale, the future of ‘nature’
in the City could be said to be in the hands of local
people. Why local people? At the 'micro' scale’, they
already manage a considerable ‘green’ resource —
gardens and allotments. With minor changes to their
management, there could be huge benefits for nature
without any cost to the public purse. As a result, green
corridors would be created, just like the large scale
habitat works proposed through the Gartloch-Gartcosh
Project, but on a smaller scale.

Gardens play host to a whole range of wildlife and are
key to engaging with current and future generations.
Even small spaces can be managed for wildlife and this
in turn could awaken an interest and quest for
knowledge that can only benefit us all. Having
experienced what can be attracted to their garden many
people will take more of an interest in their LNR or
wildlife site. Who here at today's Conference hasn’t
already taken that step? This leads me to my final point.
If you care about wildlife or nature you can all make a
difference. If you care about Glasgow’s wildlife I would
ask you to consider whether you would join or help
create a ‘Friends of Glasgow’s Local Nature Reserves’
whose aim would be to lobby and raise funds for
Glasgow’s wildlife whether at the macro or micro scale.
Thank you and remember Glasgow’s Wilds Better!
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